presence of people who expect us to get better faster than we can.” ~ K. J. Ramsey                    
Food For Thought...
According to oncologist, Matti Aapro, doctors, patients and patient advocates are worried that the North American opioid crisis is negatively effecting the global work being done to properly address chronic pain.
Think about the answer to this rhetorical question as you watch the video and complete the rest of the assignment. Make sure you follow "the instructions."
The Prompt
The current opioid epidemic is the deadliest drug crisis in American history. The reasons are numerous, but, by the dawn of the new millennium, OxyContin was FDA approved and being touted as safe. Yet, in 2017, opioid fueled overdoses were the leading cause of death for Americans under 50 years old. As a result, opioids were no longer reserved for treatment of acute nociceptive or terminal pain. Despite the dearth of evidence regarding safety and efficacy, opioids were used to treat a wide variety of pain syndromes.   But, when the pill mills were finally shut down, the epidemic did not go away. In many ways, the (opioid) crisis is just getting worse. 
The Instructions
1. View "Struggling to be me with chronic pain" here. 
2. Referencing the video, your textbook (pgs. 253-254), and other resources, discuss emergence of chronic pain and addiction as crisis in need of intervention.
3. As the clinician, how might you support the successful pain management of a recovering opioid addict who is experiencing chronic pain?
Your Response
1. For this assignment, your response should be a minimum of two complete and thorough paragraphs.
2. Reference your sources in your reply.
3. The assignment due date is Sunday, May 9

